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Commitment
This is the school’s first Strategic Equalities Plan (SEP). It builds upon the school’s previous Disability and Race Equality Scheme 2007-2010 and sits above the school’s Inclusion Policy. This policy is relevant to all pupils, teaching and non-teaching staff, parents, carers, governors and the local community.

The Equality Act 2010 provides the framework for this plan, which has been written in conjunction with Local Authority advice and guidance. 
The Equality Act sets down Public Sector Duties that apply to all the school’s functions:-

· Promoting equality of opportunity

· Promoting good community relations

· Eliminating discrimination

Specific public sector duties for Wales are set out in the Equality Act 2010 (Statutory Duties) (Wales) Regulations 2011, as issued by the Welsh Assembly Government. 

The National Equality Agenda

The following pieces of legislation are also at the heart of the equality agenda.
The Human Rights Act1998

Human Rights and equality are inextricably linked.  Equality is treated as a fundamental human right, from the principle of equal respect for the inherent dignity of all people.

Article 14 of the Human Rights Act prohibits discrimination ‘on any grounds such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, birth or other status’.  

The words ‘other status’ have been held to cover, amongst other things, sexual orientation, illegitimacy, marital status, trade union membership, trans-sexualism, disability, carers and imprisonment. 

Article 14 can only be used when attached to a complaint relating to another Article of the Convention such as Article 3:  right to life, liberty and security of person or Article 8: right to a private and family life, home and correspondence. 

In some instances the Human Rights Act 1998 gives greater rights to people than other equalities legislation because it judges treatment against a fixed standard and does not rely on comparison between treatment of one group of people and another.

The School is committed to supporting, developing and promoting equality and diversity in all of its practices and activities. It aims to establish an inclusive culture free from discrimination and based upon our values of dignity, tolerance and respect and recognises that everybody has different needs and requirements 

Under the Equality Act 2010 the school will work towards:

1.  eliminating unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct that is prohibited by the Equality Act 2010;

2. advancing equality of opportunity between people who share a relevant protected characteristic and those who do not;

3. fostering good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not;

The act explains that having due regard for advancing equality involves:

· Removing or minimising disadvantages suffered by people due to their protected characteristics.

· Taking steps to meet the needs of people from protected groups where these are different from other people.

· Encouraging people from protected groups to participate in public life or in other activities where their participation is disproportionately low.

The Equality Act 2010 requires all schools to have equality objectives in place by April 2012 to cover the following protected characteristics:

age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin, language,  religion and  belief (including lack of belief), sex(gender) and sexual orientation. 

The protected characteristics – as defined by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) are:

Age - A person belonging to a particular age (e.g. 32 year olds) or range of ages (e.g. 18 - 30 year olds).
Sex - A man or a woman.
Gender re-assignment - The process of transitioning from one gender to another.
Disability - A person has a disability if they have a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on that person's ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.
Pregnancy and maternity - The condition of being pregnant or expecting a baby. Maternity refers to the period after the birth, and is linked to maternity leave in the employment context. In the non-work context, it gives protection against maternity discrimination for 26 weeks after giving birth, and includes treating a woman unfavourably because she is breastfeeding.
Sexual orientation - Whether a person's sexual attraction is towards their own sex, the opposite sex or to both sexes.
Race - This refers to a group of people defined by their race, colour, and nationality (including citizenship), ethnic or national origins.
Religion or belief (including lack of belief) - Religion has the meaning usually given to it but belief includes religious and philosophical beliefs including lack of belief (e.g. Atheism). Generally, a belief should affect your life choices or the way you live for it to be included in the definition.

Marriage and civil partnership - Marriage is defined as a 'union between a man and a woman'. Same-sex couples can have their relationships legally recognised as 'civil partnerships'.  Civil partners must be treated the same as married couples on a wide range of legal matters. The Equality Act 2010 applies to this characteristic, but only in respect of the requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination.
Welsh Language Commitment

The Welsh Language Act 1993 & the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011

The Welsh language has official status and belongs to all the people of Wales. The Welsh Language Measure puts the Welsh and English language on a basis of equality. The Welsh Language Education Scheme was approved by Monmouthshire County Council and applies to all schools. The school respects the rights of Welsh speakers and learners (staff, pupils, and parents) to use the language. In promoting equality of opportunity and good relations we will take the Welsh language into account alongside all the protected characteristics. 
Abbreviations in the Objectives section will appear as listed below

	S
	SO

	A
	GR

	D
	M & CP

	R
	P & M

	R&B
	W


Who is protected by this policy?
This policy protects the following people:

· school governors, 
· pupils,  
· staff employed on a full time or part-time basis,
· all permanent or temporary contracts, 
· agency staff 
· casual workers.

1. Aims

· The aim of this policy is to ensure that in carrying out its activities the School will have due regard to elimination of unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation

· The advancement of equality of opportunity, across all the activities of the school between different groups.

· The encouragement of good relations between people of a diverse background.

In the implementation of this policy the School will aim:

· To develop and promote a culture of equality and diversity throughout the institution

· To develop and promote a culture of dignity, courtesy and respect.

· To respect the human rights of all our pupils and staff.

· To work to prevent all forms of unlawful discrimination and tackle barriers which could lead to unequal outcomes for identified groups of pupils and staff.

· To deal with all forms of discrimination consistently and effectively

· To ensure that the Strategic Equality Plan influences and informs the ethos of the School.

2. Roles and Responsibilities:
All members of the school community are expected to behave with dignity, courtesy and respect and to act in a manner that does not unlawfully discriminate at all times.

· Role of Governing Body. To hold ultimate accountability for the Strategic Equality Policy.
· To ensure that the school complies with the Equality Act 2010 and that this policy and its related procedures and action plans are implemented.

· A designated member of the governing body has oversight of this policy and its implementation.

Role of Headteacher

· To provide leadership in the operation and implementation of the Strategic Equality Policy for pupils and staff.

· To ensure all staff are aware of their responsibilities under the equality Act 2010 and are given the appropriate training and support.

· To take appropriate action in any case of unlawful discrimination

· To allocate a senior member of staff for the day to day coordination of the implementation of this policy.

Role of Head teacher or nominated member of Senior Leadership Team 
· To be the designated senior member of staff for the operation, management and coordination of all aspects of this policy and will be supported by the governing body in doing so.

· To devise and recommend policies, procedures and action plans to ensure that all legislative requirements are met and best practice adopted.

· To collect and review data in relation to the protected characteristics and the Welsh Language relating to pupils and staff.

· To review policies and procedures in relation to compliance with the Equality Act 2010 and to make changes as appropriate.

· To advise on the provision of appropriate equality training and awareness-raising in relation to all equal opportunities and diversity matters.

· To ensure that all appointment panels are aware of this policy and give due regard when it comes to employment or training opportunities. 

· To ensure appropriate training for pupils, staff and governors on the Equality Act 2010 and any relevant equality and diversity issues

· To review the Strategic Equality Policy annually and advise the Governing Body of any matters with regard to the policy.

Role of school staff

· To support the aims of the school’s Strategic Equality Policy.
· To encourage non-discriminatory practices and to report any incidences of behaviour that fail to comply with this policy.

· All staff will ensure that pupils are treated fairly and with dignity and respect

· To undertake appropriate equality and diversity training

Role of Pupils

· To support the aims of the Strategic Equality Policy.

· To encourage non-discriminatory practices and to report any incidences of behaviour that fail to comply with this policy.

· To be aware of equality and diversity issues.

· To adopt the same principles when they are outside of school

Role of parents/carers

· To support the aims of the Strategic Equality Policy
· To support the school in the promotion of the principles of dignity, courtesy and respect
· To encourage children and young people to promote the above principles outside of school.
3. Training

Equality Act 2010 and Equality and Diversity awareness raising and training will be provided for all staff as part of a structured training programme.  Information will be provided to all pupils in order to raise awareness of equality and diversity and the contents of this policy through the school PSE programme.

Communication of this policy 
This policy will be available on the school’s website at www.overmonnow.monmouthshire.sch.uk   It will also be available in printed form from the school reception.  
4. Confidentiality

Any information disclosed to the school in relation to equality and diversity issues will be kept strictly confidential in accordance with legislative requirements.

5. Good practice for dealing with discriminatory incidents
Any discriminatory incidents will follow the schools Behaviour Management Policy or Bullying Prevention Policy or School Disciplinary policy for staff (whichever is appropriate).  All incidents will be acknowledged, investigated and appropriate action taken. The school has a zero tolerance approach to all types of discriminatory behaviour and bullying.
6. Monitoring and evaluation.
This policy will be monitored annually by the Head teacher or nominated member of Senior Leadership Team.  Statistics will be gathered to monitor equality across all aspects of the school’s processes and will be used to inform future practice as a part of the schools self - evaluation process. The school will also take into account evidence from Estyn Inspection findings and independent reviews. 

7. Review
The Governing Body, in consultation with the Head teacher, the pupils, staff and parents/carers, will review this policy annually in order to ensure the delivery of the action plan (Appendix 1)
8. Strategic Objectives
The following are the school’s strategic objectives 2026-2028/9:
1: Achievement and Opportunity
Reduce inequalities in pupil achievement, progress, attendance and participation.

2: An Inclusive Curriculum
Ensure that our curriculum and wider school experiences promote equality, celebrate diversity and develop respect for others.

3: Belonging, Respect and Relationships
Ensure that all pupils feel safe, respected and included and challenge prejudice, discrimination and bullying.

4: An Inclusive Workforce
Promote equality of opportunity, inclusion and wellbeing for all staff through fair and supportive employment practices.

5: Leadership and Accountability
Develop staff and governor understanding of equality responsibilities and embed equality within school leadership, decision-making and policy development

Signed …………………………………………Headteacher

Date:

Signed………………………………………….Chair of Governors

Date………………………………..

Strategic Equality Plan Action Plan
Equality Objectives

1. Reduce inequalities in pupil achievement, progress and participation

To identify, monitor and reduce inequalities in achievement, progress, attendance and participation between different groups of learners, ensuring that all pupils have equitable opportunities to achieve their potential.
Actions/measures:
· Analyse attainment and progress by relevant pupil groups.

· Monitor attendance and persistent absence for emerging inequalities.

· Review participation in clubs, trips, sport, pupil leadership and enrichment.

· Identify gaps and introduce targeted support.

· Report trends and actions to governors annually.
2. Develop an inclusive curriculum which celebrates diversity

To ensure that the curriculum, resources and wider experiences positively represent the diversity of modern Wales and the wider world and enable pupils to develop respect for people with different identities, backgrounds, cultures, beliefs and experiences.
Actions/measures:
· Audit books, displays and curriculum resources for representation.

· Ensure pupils encounter diverse role models across the curriculum.

· Use appropriate opportunities within the Curriculum for Wales to explore identity, diversity, equality and human rights.

· Gather pupil voice to evaluate whether children feel represented and included.
3. Strengthen belonging, respect and positive relationships

To develop a school culture in which every pupil feels safe, respected, valued and that they belong, and to reduce incidents of prejudice-related bullying, discriminatory language and behaviour.
Actions/measures:
· Continue your restorative approaches.

· Record and analyse bullying and prejudice-related incidents.

· Teach pupils how their words and actions affect others.

· Use pupil surveys/pupil voice to monitor children's sense of belonging and safety.

· Review patterns of incidents and respond through curriculum or pastoral provision.
4. Promote equality, inclusion and wellbeing within the workforce
To ensure that recruitment, professional development, wellbeing and working practices promote equality of opportunity and that all employees feel respected, supported and able to contribute fully to school life.

Actions/measures:
· Monitor relevant workforce information appropriately.

· Ensure recruitment processes promote equality of opportunity.

· Consider reasonable adjustments and individual needs.

· Include equality and inclusion within staff induction and professional learning.

· Use staff voice/wellbeing surveys to identify barriers or inequalities.

5. Strengthen equality leadership, awareness and accountability

To ensure that staff and governors understand their responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and Public Sector Equality Duty and that equality considerations are embedded within school leadership, decision-making and policy development.
Actions/measures:
· Provide equality training for staff and governors.

· Nominate an Equality Champion or link governor.

· Include equality within governor monitoring.

· Consider equality implications when reviewing policies and making significant decisions.

· Review progress against the school's equality objectives annually.

· Use pupil, parent and staff voice when reviewing equality priorities.
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